The technique of bone marrow aspiration has become universally accepted and widely used. However, the merits of closed needle biopsy are less widely appreciated. Needle biopsy of the posterior iliac crest is easily performed with no morbidity (Ellis, Jensen, and Westerman, 1964) . Two large series have been reported using modifications of the Vim-Silverman needle (Ellis, Jensen, and Westerman, 1964; Grann, Pool, and Mayer, 1966 ) and more recently a series utilizing the Jamshidi-Swaim biopsy needle (Hansen, Muggia, and Selawry, 1971 An 11 gauge Jamshidi-Swaim needle was used for biopsies according to the method outlined (Jamshidi and Swaim, 1971 (Rosenberg, 1971 (Jones, Rosenberg, and Kaplan, 1972) . In our series, six of 23 lymphocytic lymphomas were positive for a 23 % incidence. In contrast, Grann's study of 16 histiocytic lymphomas had one positive biopsy (6 %) and no positive aspirates. In our patients, two of 12 patients with histiocytic lymphoma had positive biopsies (17 %) with no positive aspirates.
The high yield of positive biopsies in metastatic breast carcinoma in the present series led to earlier recognition of disseminated disease as did the finding of the positive biopsies in melanoma. Our series gives a smaller yield of positive biopsies than the 14 of 100 consecutive biopsies found by Hansen et al in their evaluation of unresectable lung tumours in comparable patients (Hansen, Muggia, and Selawry, 1971) . One of our 21 cases of bronchogenic carcinoma had a positive biopsy (5 ").
Bone marrow biopsy is not necessarily a substitute for examination of the marrow by aspiration and smear, but is an advantageous complementary procedure. Larger amounts of marrow can be examined, cellularity readily assessed, architectural patterns analyzed, and structures other than haematopoietic cells examined. Aspiration is the most effective way of studying cellular morphology.
The combined procedures of aspiration and biopsy give a higher yield and are essential in patients with suspected carcinoma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, and Hodgkin's disease. 
